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Course Objectives (Goals)

1. Students will be able to describe the nations systems of government and political institutions at the national, state and local levels.

2. Students will be able to develop skills necessary to participate in our democratic society.

3. Students will understand the foundations of our government.

4. Students will be able to compare our system of government with that of other countries.

5. Students will be able to understand our governments’ role in our economic system.

6. Students will be able to demonstrate the understanding of the rights and responsibilities of being an American citizen.

7. Students will be able to understand the history behind American Government. 

8. Students will be able to understand the makeup and importance of the United States Constitution and the Declaration of Independence.

Course Description:

It is the goal of American Government to teach students their duties and responsibilities of being an American citizen.  Students will learn and understand how the national, state, and local government affects their lives.  The students will study the foundations of American Government, the United States Constitution, political parties, voting, elections, and the legislative, executive and judicial braches.  The students will take place in simulations, including mock elections and mock trials.

Classroom Guidelines:

1. Make up work (for excused absence) is due within two days of your return to school, counting the first day you are back in school.  If you are absent again within your two days, it will be due the day you return.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get your assignments (see student handbook).

2. You will be given one day to turn in the assignment after it is due for 75% credit, and after that you will receive a zero.  Assignments are due at the beginning of class.

3. You will be prepared everyday when you come to class.  You will need your textbook, paper, and a writing utensil everyday.  If you fail to come to the class unprepared, (have to go to your locker) you will receive a tardy.

4. Every Friday you will need to bring American Government related news article to class for discussion. 

Classroom Rules:

1. You must respect everyone in the classroom including yourself, the teacher, and other people’s property.

2. Be seated in your desk when the bell rings or you will be tardy.

3. No pop, candy, or food of any kind is allowed in the classroom.  (Water Bottles are encouraged)

4. All students can succeed in this class, so approach it from a positive perspective.

5. Have fun and get involved in discussions.
Plan for Student Evaluation:

1. Chapter and section review questions

2. Chapter vocabulary words

3. Chapter and section worksheets

4. Reports (oral and written)

5. Current events

6. Power Point Presentations (If small enough classes)

7. Internet Projects

8. Classroom attendance, participation, effort, and behavior

9. Chapter tests

10. Quizzes

11. Semester Test

Standards for Passing:


Grading scale will be based on district policy




A+
99.5 and higher




A
92.5 – 99.4

A- 89.5 – 92.4

B+
86.5 – 89.4

B
82.5 – 86.4

B- 79.5 – 82.4

C+
76.5 – 79.4

C
72.5 – 76.4

C- 69.5 – 72.4

D+
66.5 – 69.4

D
62.5 – 66.4

D- 59.5 – 62.4

F
59.4 and below

