 CURRENT ISSUES SYLLABUS

2013

Instructor:  Mr. Carda

Room 208

Textbook:
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None
Supplies:


Pen/Pencil


Notebook/3 Ring Binder


Newspaper/Magazines/Internet


IPad
Course Objectives (Goals)

1. Students will gain a deeper appreciation of what is going on in the world around them by seeking multiple new sources.

2. Students will learn to think critically about their news sources and recognize bias in the media.

3. Students will learn to compare and contrast diverse viewpoints in the media today.

4. Students will learn to recognize the ways in which news reporters become newsmakers.

5. Students will be able to understand the media’s role in world politics.

6. Students will be able to understand the history behind regional news articles.

Course Description:

It is the goal of this one –semester elective course to focus heavily on the events of today.  The intent of the course is to provide you with the basic background and foundational information to help you understand the world that we live in today.  It will examine various social, political, economic, religious, and cultural events in different countries and regions in order to better comprehend multiple perspectives on the world today.  There will be a major focus on studying current events (their origins and causes ) and trying to come up with solutions or predicting outcomes to those events.
Classroom Guidelines:

1. Make up work (for excused absence) is due within two days of your return to school, counting the first day you are back in school.  If you are absent again within your two days, it will be due the day you return.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get your assignments (see student handbook).

2. You will be given one day to turn in the assignment after it is due for 75% credit, and after that you will receive a zero.  Assignments are due at the beginning of class.

3. You will be prepared everyday when you come to class.  You will need your Ipad (adequately charged), paper, and a writing utensil everyday.  If you fail to come to the class unprepared, (have to go to your locker) you will receive a tardy.

Classroom Rules:

1. You must respect everyone in the classroom including yourself, the teacher, and other people’s property.

2. Be seated in your desk when the bell rings or you will be tardy.
3. No pop, candy, or food of any kind is allowed in the classroom.  (Clear Water Bottles are encouraged)

4. All students can succeed in this class, so approach it from a positive perspective.

5. Have fun and get involved in discussions.
Assignments:  For each week students will be required to prepare five (5) news articles.  One of these articles will be a news story that the whole class will be required to prepare.  The other four articles will be chosen by each student individually.  He or she must choose an article about the region or subject selected for the class (see below).  Students will be required to read all articles and submit a brief (one to two paragraph) analysis of their selected article.  Students will also be required to present their analyses to the class once during the term.  In addition, students will be expected to complete four larger assignments.  At the end of each month, students will submit a monthly paper.  At the conclusion of the term, students will submit a final project paper.

Class Selections (one from each category)

South Dakota

United States

World


January – North America

February – South America

March – Africa 

April/May – Europe/Asia

Entertainment

Sports
Homework:  Homework is to be completed for every class meeting.  Students will be reading two news articles for every class meeting.  One will be given to the students and will be compulsory for every member of the class.  The other articles are to be selected by each student individually and must pertain to the region or subject listed above.  Each student will submit a brief one or two paragraph analysis of the news article.  In these brief assignments students will 1) summarize the article and 2) assess the source.  The following focus questions will aid in these assignments:  1.  ask Who? What?  When?  Where?  Why?  2.  analysis:  Who wrote the article, What is the publication?  3.  Where are the publisher and report located?

Presentation:  Twice during the term, students will be required to present to the class their analysis of the article they chose to review for that class meeting.  Students will be assessed on their ability to answer questions about the article and their interpretation of the source.

Monthly Paper:  At the end of each month (4), students will submit a 2 to 3 page paper in which 3 articles are analyzed.  This paper will be similar to the homework assignments, but will ask student to compare three articles about one event.

Final Project:  At the conclusion of the term, students will submit their own editorial piece about a single event.  This assignment will require that students read a number of articles, from many different sources, about one event.  Students will then form opinions and attempt to “spin” the event themselves in order to formulate a coherent argument, or editorial position, about the event.

Plan for Student Evaluation:

Weekly Articles:


Quizzes:

Participation:



Presentation:



Monthly Papers (4):


Final Project:



Standards for Passing:


Grading scale will be based on district policy




A+
99.5 and higher

C+     76.5 – 79.4




A
92.5 – 99.4


C       72.5 – 76.4

A- 89.5 – 92.4


C-      69.5 – 72.4

B+
86.5 – 89.4


D+     66.5 – 69.4

B
82.5 – 86.4


D       62.5 – 66.4

B- 79.5 – 82.4


D-      59.5 – 62.4
F        59.4 and below

